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EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Mesa Community College program
earns national accreditation

Posted
Wednesday, November 30, 2022 3:01 pm

The associate in applied science in early childhood education program at Mesa Community College has been granted first-time
accreditation by the National Association for the Education of Young Children in Washington, D.C.
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The program has been granted accreditation through December 2024 with the requirement of annual reports demonstrating continuous improvement.
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MCC is one of four schools in the country granted first-time accreditation during the association’s summer 2022 session and brings
the number of institutions with accredited programs to 180 in 39 states and U.S. territories — or an estimated 20% of early childhood
education associate degree programs, according to a release.

According to the NAEYC, Mesa Community College “demonstrates commitment on the part of the program and the institution to
high quality and continuous improvement, benefiting students, the profession and young children.”

“NAEYC accreditation of early childhood higher education programs is a hallmark of quality assurance for the early childhood
preparation profession,” NAEYC Senior Director of Higher Education Mary Harrill said in the release. “We congratulate all of the
programs that have recently achieved accreditation. Their dedication, through the accreditation process, to program improvement,
to the students they serve, and to the early learning settings in which their graduates will work is to be commended.”

Annapurna Ganesh, faculty early childhood education & chair education studies department, said “the program team has been
working toward accreditation for two years, in collaboration with colleagues from sister colleges (Chandler-Gilbert Community
College, GCC, Glendale Community College and Rio Salado College) on the accreditation self-study process.”

The self-study process involves a focused reflection to determine needed improvements to comply with NAEYC standards. Arizona
Association for the Education of Young Children supported with funding and consultation services.

The program has been granted accreditation through December 2024 with the requirement of annual reports demonstrating
continuous improvement. MCC’s early childhood education program has been tasked with continued evaluation and improvement of
their NAEYC key assessments embedded in core courses. The key assessments are cumulative assignments that allow students to
demonstrate a deeper understanding of core course concepts and competencies as well as NAEYC standards.

“Accreditation not only recognizes the quality of our AAS program, it verifies the program’s commitment to uphold the highest
standards for early childhood and continuously evaluate the program’s effectiveness. MCC students can feel confident that they are
earning a degree that represents a rigorous and robust program of study” Jamie Lopez, early childhood education faculty & program
director, said in the release.

Additional information about education studies at MCC is available at mesacc.edu/programs/early-childhood-education.
(https://www.mesacc.edu/programs/early-childhood-education)

Subscribers make this story possible.

Support the journalists of Independent Newsmedia (https://www.yourvalley.net/subscribe/?lcid=346525).

Keywords
MCC,	Mesa Community College

https://yourvalleybanners.creativecirclemedia.com/www/delivery/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=1151__zoneid=149__cb=acd9b3bc30__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Funisonbank.com%2Fmortgages-az%2F
https://www.mesacc.edu/programs/early-childhood-education
https://www.yourvalley.net/subscribe/?lcid=346525


OTHER ITEMS THAT MAY INTEREST YOU

MOST POPULAR STORIES IN MESA

Chad Thompson, Jill Humpherys elected to Gilbert Public Schools board 	(/mesa-independent/stories/chad-
thompson-jill-humpherys-elected-to-gilbert-public-schools-board,344445)

Incumbent Humpherys, newcomer Thompson have comfortable GPS board leads	(/mesa-
independent/stories/incumbent-humpherys-newcomer-thompson-have-comfortable-gps-board-leads,341412)

A.T. Still University receives diversity award	(/mesa-independent/stories/at-still-university-receives-diversity-
award,340421)

Pandemic pushes crime down on Mesa Community College campuses, center	(/mesa-
independent/stories/pandemic-pushes-crime-down-on-mesa-community-college-campuses-center,339813)

GPS board candidates talk about communicating with public (/mesa-independent/stories/gps-board-candidates-
talk-about-communicating-with-public,332100)

GPS board candidates talk about preparations for serving (/mesa-independent/stories/gps-board-candidates-talk-
about-preparations-for-serving,331297)

GPS board candidates share what they see as district’s most pressing issue  (/mesa-independent/stories/gps-
board-candidates-share-what-they-see-as-districts-most-pressing-issue,331001)

Gilbert Public Schools board candidates give thoughts on discipline (/mesa-independent/stories/gilbert-public-
schools-board-candidates-give-thoughts-on-discipline,330518)

 (https://mesaindependent-az.newsmemory.com/)

E-edition (https://mesaindependent-
az.newsmemory.com/)
Read the latest print edition here.

View this issue (https://mesaindependent-az.newsmemory.com/)

Browse other issues (https://mesaindependent-az.newsmemory.com/?startWithTab=editions)

https://www.yourvalley.net/mesa-independent/stories/chad-thompson-jill-humpherys-elected-to-gilbert-public-schools-board,344445
https://www.yourvalley.net/mesa-independent/stories/incumbent-humpherys-newcomer-thompson-have-comfortable-gps-board-leads,341412
https://www.yourvalley.net/mesa-independent/stories/at-still-university-receives-diversity-award,340421
https://www.yourvalley.net/mesa-independent/stories/pandemic-pushes-crime-down-on-mesa-community-college-campuses-center,339813
https://www.yourvalley.net/mesa-independent/stories/gps-board-candidates-talk-about-communicating-with-public,332100
https://www.yourvalley.net/mesa-independent/stories/gps-board-candidates-talk-about-preparations-for-serving,331297
https://www.yourvalley.net/mesa-independent/stories/gps-board-candidates-share-what-they-see-as-districts-most-pressing-issue,331001
https://www.yourvalley.net/mesa-independent/stories/gilbert-public-schools-board-candidates-give-thoughts-on-discipline,330518
https://mesaindependent-az.newsmemory.com/
https://mesaindependent-az.newsmemory.com/
https://mesaindependent-az.newsmemory.com/
https://mesaindependent-az.newsmemory.com/?startWithTab=editions


(https://yourvalleybanners.creativecirclemedia.com/www/delivery/ck.php?
oaparams=2__bannerid=1483__zoneid=1__cb=ea73722a23__oadest=http%3A%2F%2FpriorityrFREE NEWSLETTER

Register for our free newsletter
DON'T MISS A BEAT: Simply submit your e-mail address below, click on the opt-in email link and watch your inbox for
news from the Daily Independent at YourValley.net. Thank you for reading!

Daily Independent at YourValley.net
Sign up for the latest news from around the Phoenix area delivered Monday through Friday.

Email Required

SUBSCRIBE

MOST RECENT

Queen Creek schools’ Eastmark wins state 3A football championship
(/mesa-independent/stories/queen-creek-schools-eastmark-wins-state-
3a-football-championship,347061)
Queen Creek Unified School District’s Eastmark High School football team is celebrating its first state championship title in the 3A High
School Division.
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